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succour of the city of Oxford " 1.    Stumpe had also taken
over Malmesbury Abbey, and Leland's description is well
known.    " The whole lodgings of the abbey be now longing
to one Stumpe, an exceeding rich clothier, that bought them
of the king. ... At this present time every corner of the
vast houses of office that belonged to the abbey be full of
looms to weave cloth in ... there be made now every
year in the town three thousand cloths " 2.    Tuckar, a
clothier of Burford3, sought possession of the Abbey of
Abingdon.    One of Cromwell's agents wrote to his master
in 1538 that the town of Abingdon was likely to decay unless
the people were set to work to ' drape cloth'.    Tuckar had
promised that he would expend a hundred marks a week in
wages to cloth-makers of the town during his lifetime, on
condition that he was allowed to rent the lands and fulling
mills of the abbey.    " He is a just man both in word and
deed, and daily employs five hundred of the king's subjects.
If he had carding and spinning he would employ many more.
With Cromwell's favour he would set the inhabitants of
Abingdon to work, if they will work, so that they would gain
more wages in a few years coming than in twenty years past.
Weekly need constrains him to send to Abingdon his cart
laden with wool to be carded and spun, and likewise he sends
to Stroudwater [Gloucestershire] " 4.    Other famous clothiers
were the Springs of Lavenham, the Tames of Fairford, and
Thomas Dolman of Newbury 6.    Thomas Spring, surnamed
the rich clothier, bequeathed two hundred pounds to finish
Lavenham steeple and money for a thousand masses, and
his daughter married Aubrey de Vere, a son of the earl of
1 Records of Oxford, 184.         * Leland, Itinerary (ed. Smith), i. 132.
3  R. H. Gretton, The Burford Records (1920), 655.
4  Letters and Papers, Foreign and Domestic, of Henry VIII., xiii. part i.
nos. 332, 415.    Thomas Cromwell was doubtless well disposed towards the
woollen industry.    His father was a fuller and shearman, he himself was
married to the daughter of a shearman, and at one time he even carried on
the business of finishing cloths:   The Dictionary of National Biography,
s.v. Cromwell.
8 When Dolman gave  up  cloth-making,  the  weavers  of Newbury
lamented :
** Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable sinners,
Thomas Dolman has built a new house, and turned away all his spinners *J
(Victoria County History, Berkshire, i. 389-390).